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INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 SCEM-2 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 

INR-09 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-14 

USIA-12 INT-08 EB-11 COME-OO COA-02 SCI-06 OMB-01 

RSR-01 INRE-00 /110 W 
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P 200543 Z MAR 73 

FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6865 

SECRET SEOUL 1671 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1, DECLAS 12/31/92 
TAGS: PBOR, MASS, ENRG, CH, KS 

SUBJECT: U. S. POSITION RE PRC- ROKG STATEMENTS ON OFFSHORE 
OIL EXPLORATION IN YELLOW- EAST CHINA SEA. 

REFS: A. HONG KONG 2646; B. HONG KONG 2647; C. SEOUL 1630; 

D. SEOUL 1636 

SUMMARY: 

DRILLSHIP GLOMAR IV, MENTIONED IN PRC MARCH 15 STATEMENT 
ON YELLOW- EAST CHINA SEAS OIL EXPLORATION AND CONTINENTAL 
SHELF JURISDICTION WILL RETURN SHORTLY TO EARLIER WORK SITE 
30 MILES CLOSER TO PRC THAN CURRENT LOCATION. U. S. REACTION 
WOUD DEPEND ON WHETHER PRC STATEMENT IS VIEWED AS THREAT. 
AMBASSADOR TOOK OCCASION TO RESTATE US POSITION ON OIL 
EXPLORATION IS DISPUTED AREAS IN TALK WITH FOREIGN MINISTER, 
BUT FURTHER ACTION MIGHT BE INDICATED. DEPARTMENTS VIEWS 
REQUESTED. END SUMMARY. 

1. DRILLSHIP GLOMAR IV IS SCHEDULED MOVE APPROXIMATELY 
30 MILES SOUTH WEST NEXT 3-4 DAYS FROM DRY HOLE TO WELL 
SITE SUSPENDED LAST DECEMBER NEAR 35 DEGREES 31 MINUTES 
NORTH. 124 DEGREES 06 MINUTES EAST, AND FINISH DRILLING 
WELL THERE. WORK TO BE FINISHED WITHIN SIXTY DAYS, 
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AFTER WHICH TIME VESSEL GOES TO DRY DOCK FOR MAINTENANCE. 
CONTINUATION UNDER GULD CONTRACT DEPENDS ON RESULTS 
APRIL- MAY DRILLIN. ( PROTECT AS PRIVILEGED COMPANY 
INFORMATION.) SINCE PRC STATEMENT ISSUED, THERE HAS 
BEEN NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY BY PRC VESSELS OBSERVING RIG 
AT PRESENT SITE. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, DRILLSHIP HAS 
BEEN UNDER REGULAR OBSERVATION BY CHINESE ARMED FISHING 
BOATS, AND ONCE BY WARSHIP, PRESUMABLY CHINESE. SUSPENDED 
WELL SITE CLOSER TO CHINA, BUT STILL WELL WITHIN KOREAN 
SIDE OF ANY REASONABLE MEDIAN LINE. RIG WAS ALSO OBSERVED 
BY PRC VESSELS DURING EARLIER WORK THERE. 

2. PRC- ROKG EXCHANGE OF PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON YELLOW- 
EAST CHINA SEAS OIL EXPLORATION AND CONTINENTAL SHELF 
DELIMITATION RAISES QUESTION AS TO REAL MEANING CHINESE 
STATEMENT. ROKG HAS RECEIVED NO REACTION SO FAR FROM EITHER 
PEKING OR TAIPEI. WE NOTE HONG KONG' S VIEW STATEMENT 
INDICATES PRC WILLINGNESS DISCUSS SHELF JURIDICTION 

WITH NEIGHBORS. WHICH WAS INTERPRETATION MADE BY ROKG. 

PRC RESERVATION OF RIGHTS AND REFERENCE TO POSSIBLE 
CONSEQUENCES COULD INDICATE. HOWEVER, THAT THEIR STATEMENT 
SHOULD BE TAKEN AS A THREAT. 

3. IN MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER, PRC AND ROK STATEMENTS 
ON OIL EXPLORATION WERE DISCUSSED AND AMBASSADOR TOOK 
OCCASTION TO REMIND FOREIGN MINISTER THAT US TAKES NO 
RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT RIG AND THAT MAP EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDED TO ROKG MAY NOT BE USED FOR THIS PURPOSE. IF 

IN DEPARTMENT' S VIEW PRC STATEMENT WARRANTS FURTHER 
PRECAUTIONS, WE MIGHT FORMALIZE THIS REMINDER THROUGH 
MILITARY CHANNELS. ANOTHER POSSIBLE OPTION MIGHT BE 
TO RESURRECT DRILLING MORATORIUM EITHER AS USG OR AS 
ROKG IDEA. THIS IS, HOWEVER. COMPLEX MATTER WITH VARIOUS 
PROS AND CONS AND PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE WELL RECEIVED 
BY ROKG. 

4. REQUEST DEPARTMENT 1 S VIEWS AND GUIDANCE. 
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